PERISCOPE, 


716 

Concerning Injuries from Accidents and Muscular Atrophy, 
With Remarks on the Laws relating to Legal Recompense after 
Accidents. (Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, No. 12, 1897.) 
By F. Jolly. 

The patient’s left arm was torn away near the head of the humerus, 
but the wound healed without difficulty. The man was afterward em¬ 
ployed in cleaning machinery, and was obliged to lift heavy weights 
with his right arm. About two years after the accident he was forced 
on account of atrophy of the muscles of the right shoulder, to seek 
other employment. The deltoid was much wasted, and abduction 
and elevation of the arm were impossible, and reaction of degeneration 
was also noticed in this muscle. The right supraspinatus muscle was 
affected. Fibrillary contractions were observed in the deltoid, tra¬ 
pezius, biceps and triceps. The deformities, which existed in the lower 
extremities were attributed to anterior poliomyelitis, and to an acci¬ 
dent which occurred in childhood. It is very probable that the atro¬ 
phy in the right shoulder was due, at least indirectly, to the loss of 
the left arm, and possibly to overwork. It is not improbable that the 
muscles of the right arm were predisposed to degenerative atrophy 
on account of the anterior poliomyelitis, although no alterations had 
been observed in this limb before the accident. In the atrophic area 
and somewhat beyond this, sensation was much affected, especially 
for pain and temperature. It is possible that the tearing away of the 
arm may have caused small hemorrhages in the cord, though as the 
patient had had hysterical convulsions, the anaesthesia may have been 
hysterical. The balance of the paper is devoted to the subject of legal 
recompense after accidents. Spiller. 

Abolition of the Reflex of the Tendon of Achilles in Sciatica. 

J. Babinsky (Gazette des Hopitaux, No. 100, 1896) shows that in 
healthy individuals the tendon reflex of the Achilles tendon is normal, 
while in disturbances of the sciatic nerve the reflex is either abolished 
or greatly diminished. He found this phenomenon not only in cases 
of intense sciatica with marked muscular atrophy (sciatic neuritis), 
'but also in the lighter forms of ischialgia, designated sciatic neuralgia. 

The author refers to two cases where the difference between 
the behavior of the Achilles tendon reflex on the sound side 
and the affected side was very conspicuous, being totally abol¬ 
ished on the affected side, while on the unaffected side it 
was normal. This sign, the author concludes, is a valu¬ 
able diagnostic aid; it indicates the existence of some organic 
change in the nerve, and excludes the hypothesis of simulation, also 
aids in differentiating between a true and an hysterical sciatica. In 
the latter, according to Babinsky, the symptom would be wanting. 

' Krauss. 

Progressive, Multiple, Localized Neuritis (Mononeuritis Mul¬ 
tiplex). (Deutsche medicinische Wochenschrift, No. 5, 1897.) 
By K. Remak. 

Prof. Remak reports the case of a type-setter with amyotrophic 
paresis and reaction of degeneration in the muscles innervated by the 
left ulnar nerve. The man had never suffered from lead poisoning. 
Improvement was noticed after the use of the galvanic current. The 
patient began to have difficulty in raising his right thigh, and paraes- 
thesia in this part three months after the beginning of the paralysis 
in the upper limb. A localized, peripheral neuritis developed in the 
motor nerves of the iliopsoas muscle and in the anterior crural and 
obturator nerves. These nerves come from the third and fourth roots 
of the lumbar plexus. The process was shown to be a peripheral one 
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"by the involvement of the sartorius muscle, which is not paralyzed in 
poliomyelitic paralysis, and of the sensory fibres of the anterior crural 
nerve, and by the normal condition of the tibialis anticus. Still later 
the ulnar nerve of the right hand was affected. The course of the 
disease justified the diagnosis of progressive polyneuritis, probably 
idiopathic in origin. Lead was not thought to be the cause of the 
trouble, because the paralysis progressed after the man had stopped 
working with type, and because saturnine paralysis, when in rare cases 
it appears in the lower extremities, never attacks the thigh muscles 
alone. Lead paralysis also is very uncommon in type-setters. The 
case is peculiar in its course and want of symmetry, and the name of 
mononeuritis multiplex may well be applied to it. As the ulnar was 
the only nerve affected for three months, the impropriety of entirely 
separating localized neuritis (mononeuritis) from the multiple form is 
well demonstrated. Spiller. 

A Case of So-called Paramyoclonus with Phenomena of Com¬ 
pulsion. ( Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, No. 44, 1896.) By 

L. Stembo, M.D. 

Stembo reports a case in which all the cardinal symptoms of myo¬ 
clonia, as given by Friedreich and Unverricht, were present. Copro¬ 
lalia as seen in the maladie des tics convulsifs, was also observed. There 
was no echolalia. The writer can only refer to one similar case. This 
was reported by Spitzka. 

Dr. Stembo regards his case as a proof of the impossibility of 
making a sharp distinction between the various forms of convulsive 
movements. These occur in many different nervous diseases, and 
especially in hysteria. Myoclonia in most cases is of a hysterical na¬ 
ture, even though no other stigmata may be present. Monosympto- 
matic hysteria is by no means uncommon. Some of these convulsive 
movements may be due to organic disease, but in no case are they 
more than symptomatic. The writer warns us against the too strict 
separation of the different forms of spasmodic movements. 

Spiller. 

Hemiplegia and Epilepsy. 

M. Fere (La Med. Moderne, May 5th, 1897) briefly reported to the 

Societe de Biologie a case of hemiplegia and epilepsy. His observa¬ 
tions were upon a case of epilepsy in which there had been, a cerebral 
hemorrhage, resulting in left hemiplegia. In the attacks of epilepsy 
which followed it was remarked that the hemiplegic side remained 
unaffected by the convusions which continued to manifest themselves 
as before upon the right side. ' Mitchell. 

PSYCHOLOGY. 

Experiments on Memory Types. Psychological Review, May, 1897. 

Chauncey J. Hawkins (Yale) tested auditory and visual senses in 
public school and college students. For the auditory tests he read 
aloud three groups of three numbers each at the rate of one number 
per second. The first group was read once, the second was read twice, 
and the third group three times. He found that the second reading 
nearly always weakened the memofy a trifle, that the subjects could 
not recite the reading quite so well as they did after the first reading. 
The third reading produced a very marked improvement. He also 
observed that the younger pupils nearly always reproduced the num¬ 
bers without hesitation, while the college students always hesitated 
and required more time to reproduce the list. 



